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766 Book Notices. 

geographical course of six years. Each topic is divided into sections A, B and C. 
The student in the lowest classes studies only the parts of the book under the 
heading A. In two yearsjie will reach the middle section, when he will review 
A and gain additional knowledge in the B section. When he has completed part 
B, he will take up the C or final section and, at the same time, review A and B. 

The long series of map's is studied in the same way. The names on each map 
are printed in three different colours, and the students in section A learn the most 
important names, which are brown; those in B learn the blue names also, and 
those in C the names in brown, blue, and red. The scheme is systematically pro- 
gressive, both in text and maps. The student is not permitted to forget what he 
has learned, if reviews will keep it in mind, and he is constantly adding to his 
stock of knowledge. 

The method of developing the subject is practical and logical. The attention 
of the beginner is attracted first to the phenomena around him, and he is led to 
deduct from them the principles of geography in accordance with the approved 
theories of physical geographers. Thus the principles of geography are first 
examined and then they are applied to the home country (Great Britain coming 
first in this text-book), and finally to countries becoming gradually more and 
more unlike the home country. 

Education rather than mere instruction is the end aimed at. The author 
desires to stimulate the reasoning faculty rather than the memory. In the hands 
of a good teacher this book, without doubt, can be effectively used as a means of 
intellectual training. The maps are excellent and very clearly illustrate the prin- 
ciples and facts given in the text. The numerous pictures and diagrams are 
accompanied by many notes and questions; and an unusual feature is the abund- 
ance of exercises. The pupil is required to study out the answers to many ques- 
tions. He must find from the maps before him the solution of many problems. 
The book cannot be used to advantage if any of these exercises are neglected, as 
the text frequently depends upon the correct solution of the problems. 

Geographical educators will be interested to see the practical results of using 
this text-book. There is only one point in which the work appears to be open to 
important criticism. In the A section the principles and facts are, of course, of a 
more elementary nature, but the author has not simplified his language, and in 
many places the young student may have difficulty in comprehending the text. 

The Birth of the Nation. By Mrs. Roger A. Pryor. xvi+352 111. 24. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1907. (Price, $1.75.) 

Under this rather ambitious title Mrs. Pryor has given a very readable ac- 
count of the settlement and the early years of the English colony at Jamestown, 
Virginia. Though in her treatment of the subject she has touched lightly or not 
at all upon the economic Or political problems confronting the nation at its birth, 
the book has a more than ephemeral value. 

In preparing to write a story which would give to the visitors at the James- 
town Exposition a concise account of the historical events which it commemorated, 
the author studied very carefully all the accessible copies of manuscripts written 
by the founders of the colony. In this way she gathered interesting material 
not only regarding the life of the colonists, but also regarding the family life 
of the Indians with whom they came in touch. So, for the first time, there have 
been brought together in one volume many entertaining facts about the James- 
town Indians. 
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The graphic description of their worship and their principal temple at Utta- 
mussaC on the Pamunkey, coupled with Mr. Dodge's weird illustration, makes 
■quite a thrilling chapter. There are also word-pictures of Indian customs, 
which the author's imagination has filled out with much spirit. 

Of course the "Pocahontas Myth," as some scientific historians call it, is 
treated at length; and by virtue of the facts cited, and Mrs. Pryor's enthusiastic 
faith in them, it drops, for us, its mythical cloak and emerges again as a very 
credible story. Next to Pocahontas our favorite hero, Capt. John Smith, stands 
out, notwithstanding all his faults, more admirable than ever. And the debt 
that th.e nation owes to his courage and power is marked in comparison with the 
sloth, incapacity, and jealousy of his fellow-colonists. 

As a whole, the feminine spirit pervades the book too strongly to carry con- 
viction as to theories and conclusions. But for the most part these are avoided, 
and facts only are presented, with directness and ease. 

For the not too serious student of history the volume will be instructive and 
■entertaining. H. P. L. 

Entwicklungsgeschichte der gegenwartigen phanerogamen Flora 
und Pflanzendecke der oberrheinischen Tiefebene und ihrer 

Umgebung. Von Dr. August Schulz. 119 pp., 2 Maps. J. Engel- 
horn, Stuttgart, 1906. (Price, M. 6.40.) 

This is number 3 of Vol. 16 of "Forschungen zur deutschen Landes- und Volks- 
kunde." Dr. Schulz treats of the development of the present flowering plants in 
Germany, and especially in the middle Rhine basin; and of the immigration into 
middle Rhine territory of a number of phanerogamia and of the history of these 
plants after their settlement there. 

Deutsch-Ostafrika. Wirtschaftlich Dargestellt. Von Dr. Her- 
mann Paasche. 430 pp. and 18 half-tone Illustrations. C. A. Schwetschke 
& Son, Berlin, 1906. (Price, M. 8.) 

Dr. Paasche, formerly a university professor, with economics as his specialty, 
more recently Vice-President of the German Reichstag, decided to go to Ger- 
man East Africa and to base his conclusions as to the value of the colony, in 
part at least, upon his own independent observations. This book tells what he 
saw and heard and gives the opinions he deduced from his first-hand study. 
He travelled in the interior only as far as the mountain zone that borders the 
coastal plain on the west, but what he saw in this region and the information 
he obtained from officials who are thoroughly familiar with the inland districts 
seem to have supplied him with all the data required for his purposes. 

Dr. Paasche deals in a pregnant manner with the present aspects and condi- 
tions of the colony. The first four Chapters are given to a discussion of the 
general colonial question, and his observations during the trip to Africa on the 
Suez Canal, Aden and the British port of Mombasa. In the next twelve chapters 
he treats the regions in German East Africa which he visited, keeping right 
to the heart of the inquiries his journey was meant to facilitate. What is the 
present and prospective value of the ports of Tanga, Dar-es-Salam, Bagamoyo, 
and Pangani? The prospects of commerce, of colonial planting and railroad 
development, the qualities of the soils, the health conditions, the practicability 
of German immigration, the biological and agricultural experiment stations, etc., 



